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and to renal clearance; the binding of agents to proteins; microbial re-
sistance; defense mechanisms of the host and the nature of the lesions in
relation to chemotherapy; chemoprophylaxis of meningococcal, bacillary
dysentery and streptococcal infections; chemotherapy in malaria and in
rickettsial and viral diseases; transcutaneous anti-biotic treatment; and ex-
perimental and clinical evaluation of chemotherapeutic agents in cancer.
The contributors to the fourteen different sections are experts in their
particular field and hence this volume should be of great value to anyone,
laboratory worker or clinician, interested in the fundamental aspects of
chemotherapy. Each section is followed by an adequate bibliography.
W. W. ENGSTROM
HVMAN EMBRYOLOGY AND MORPHOLOGY. By Sir Arthur Keith.
Williams & Wilkins, Baltimore, 1948. ix + 690 pp. $10.00.
This being the sixth edition, extensively revised, of a book which first
appeared in 1901, comments on its continuing usefulness are superfluous.
It is enough to say that the reader will find a detailed account of most
aspects of human embryology and that developmental and adult aspects of
anatomy are constantly compared. The style is perhaps more labored than
in comparable texts by American authors. A few of the numerous illustra-
tions suffer from excessive reduction. Indexing, printing, and binding have
been well done. Numerous notes and references increase the book's utility.
This reviewer was disappointed that, although there are three chapters on
the urogenital system, he found little on the development of the testis and
almost nothing on the development of the ovary.
THOMAS R. FORBES
ACCLIMATIZATION IN THE ANDES. By Carlos Monge. Translated by
Donald F. Brown, with an introduction by Isaiah Bowman. The Johns
Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1948. xix + 130 pp. $2.75.
Despite the intense interest during the past five decades in the physio-
logical effects of the low pressures at high altitudes enforced either by the
ascent of mountains or in aircraft, scant attention has been given to the
equally important mechanisms of acclimatization that follow the movement
of a population from low to high altitudes. Dr. Monge, Director of the
Institute of Andean Biology, is one of the few to focus his attention on
these mechanisms of acclimatization through a study of Andean man as
a climato-physiological variant of the human race. Some of the results
of the study are presented in this monograph in a form attractive to layman
and scientist, be he interested in physiology, sociology, or anthropology.
Here is outlined the evidence that acclimatization can and has taken place in
a human population through the acquisition of the ability to reproduce at
altitudes in which their ancestors were infertile. Here, too, is the record of
the customs that provide the social basis for the natural selection which
has resulted in an acclimatized people. This evidence, drawn from theBOOK REVIEWS 105
historical records of four hundred years, is worthy of careful consideration
by a wide audience, for it brings hope for the future of mankind through
continued acclimatization.
DONALD H. BARRON
PERSPECTIVES IN MEDICINE. The March of Medicine, 1948. Columbia
University Press, New York, 1949. 163 pp. $2.50.
This book is a collection of the thirteenth series of the Laity Lectures of
the New York Academy of Medicine. Delivered for the benefit of those
interested in the medical and teaching professions and also in the related
fields of social service and public health, the essays have a common theme
which emphasizes the interrelationship of medical research with the public
and its elected representatives in the government.
The lectures deal mainly with contemplated research, such as the
potentialities of radioactive isotopes in medical investigations which are
discussed by Lewis L. Strauss of the Atomic Energy Commission.
However, they include such diverse topics as "Food and Civilization,"
psychiatric problems in ageing, and cancer research.
This little book contributes to the background knowledge of workers in
the biological and physical sciences. The discussion of the "Inter-Relation
of Pure and Applied Science in the Field of Medicine" by James B. Conant,
President of Harvard, is of fundamental importance to all research workers.
It presents to the laity with force and clarity the justification for the public
and private financial support of all fields of medical research, extending
from the basic sciences through the applied research laboratories to the
clinical research workers in the hospitals and public health clinics. It is
recommended to anyone who is concerned with scientific progress.
ROBERT E. COOKE
INTROGRESSIVE HYBRIDIZATION. By Edgar Anderson. John Wiley and
Sons, New York, 1949. ix + 109 pp. $3.00.
Recent years have seen a resurgence of evolutionary studies: the estab-
lishment of a special journal and the publication of Julian Huxley's
Evolution, the Modern Synthesis are noteworthy events. And now comes
Anderson's little book, casting a searchlight beam on a neglected, possibly
fundamental process in evolutionary adaptation-exchange of genes be-
tween species, races, etc. Examples of great cogency are presented in iris,
sunflower, lettuce, and other familiar plants. Anderson points out that one
of the prime agencies in encouraging the start of evolutionary develop-
ments from hybridization is great disturbance of the environment. Of course
the hybrids must have at least a small amount of fertility for further
diversification among descendants.
This book is not only an exposition of new information but a fervent call
for more research along this line. But he says that for showing relations
between the main variables in populations "the methods of conventional